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Al in 15984, wn ehevaed raliway, sbown In 1984, epened on Greemwich Suneet. Four yrars Leter, Use shres-amd-a-hall-siory Bouse was given a full bourch storg Cemer, the 1572
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ol a Brnckotod, podimonted stone bood over the Greemarich Streel enirance, shown bere ad belt in 1934 Bght. & commeencial storelrom was sdded to S roar Bcade om Trinkty Place in 1970

The Indestructible Townhouse

The Dickey House, over 211
years, has survived everything
MNew York has thrown at it

By JFHN FREEMAN GILL

When i conws to nrchiteciumnl survivors
ambd Mankaran's stermsl charn of dasmoe.
thon and redeveiopnsemt, it is hand toiop the
201-yewr-obd, Sour-smory brick Eandmark o
&7 Cereenwich Sureet in the financial districr.
Origiaally the wwnhouse of the merchant
Roben Dickey, the decorans Federal-style
dreeling was bail in 1800 near the island's
sputhern tif, whven neartry whanves busths)
with irade and lwer Greemmwich Sireet was
amamg the ciry's lancies) addnesses.

In bl W0 OENU S Sinde, 8 Lower Man-
hastan camse to be defined not by foreses of
ships masts but Iy foress of skyscrapers,
the house has weathered an astonishing
Ao of uphesval. The disnaprion it has
surviviad includes o nephbarhood-ravig-

fire, & sires Eha
mgw & rear mwm%md
deconsiuctan of eievated railways rum-
mny pese hoth ity front end batk doors, the
digping of sobwiy tmhels oo eiber ssde of
its foundation, che wholessle razing of
neighboring post-Revoimicnary War
hotses for the Hrooklyn-Battery  Tinnel
nnd, fimally, the &'11 anacks o few Blocks
nemribi

Kow the Greemwich Streen and Triniry
Place facades of bt long-Getcriorming
hosrie have Been handsomely mestoned by
it% owmer, Trinkty Place Mo the rial
pemare oaifir thas amenpsd from the 2001
basknepiey of the Syms discoam cloching:
chain. The eetirely rebuile imersor of the
Dickey Hosse will hecome part of & new

Raobert Dichey, selling coffes
and spices, was among the
eily’s richest men.

P o Pubise Sckaodd 150, which will abso
ey mos of the borom eighs foors of a
W 42-SH0rY CORDMENIum Bext ooor aL 77
Greenwich Sreet, where a bunioeriike
Sy szore previously stood.

The glass vwer, which wis designed by
FXCoilabormtive and will open ibis summer,
rises from & casi-sicoe hase ami) is canti-
levered in steps over the histonc buildng,
{1 procrEsions increasing (oo owa [ nr
the 1ith foor v 10 fes a2 che 33l

The northern wall of the Dickey House,
which may have reisined originad hand-
To=arm porses: ard beaes o wiell as horsebuir
plasier, was sacrifiosd o ihe progect, New
concrete fieor slabs mun uminserrupeed be-
rween the two baiklings, scamlessly con-
Jotmrng the rwer sto0ies of Lhe schood, which
15 10 Ope in Sepiember 2000,

The civ landmarks comimsson ap
P Ehis EoweT s canibevers med 1he work
o e hoatse, and the New York Lambmarks
Comermncy will mcognize the  house
resnration & nex month's asnnal Ly G.
Moses Preservacion Awsrds

LOWER GREEENWICH STRERT — planmned as
the rosd out of rown woeard the village o
the e naeme -~ i alegacy of a young amd
ambirious repubdic. Fodlowing the shornedine
of the Hixison River, the seroet was bl on
larsdfil in the 17005, bess than 15 years afser
the enicd of the City's SEvVen-Yeur DoCupRIR
by British rrmrum TR Extending aptown
[roemy che BI.HEF'.I'!' 1 waerirmem park
where soch res enpoved pronienad-
I — mt‘i-ﬁfwkh wis oo fenked by
pemenl Federaksiyle houses that earmed
the name Millionnires Row for the homes
neear (e park on the SEee s wesiem sde

The shipowmer John Aspinwall Jr, a
prest-grandinther of Presidens Frankiin D
Hoosevell, ressded a1 58 Greeowich, Db'h'hl
Clivion, i city’s mayor and lser |:ht
ermor of Mew York, Bved ne Moo &4,

John Henry Moban, the rector of nearby
Trinigy Cherrch, cafied Fo, 43 hame,

The ciry's elive “populated the tip of Man-
haztan, erecied their fiee residences”™ and
=“mingled in bisiness and social like” the
historing-peeservationds: Gardner Csborn
wrobe in B0 Some mefchants, e noted,
ool cvem “Inok o 1her windows and en-
Jiey ks vl of seeimp one of 1heir owm ships:
coméng ap the Bay laden with silks from
1h‘!l:I'l.s:.n"1)r‘l:q;!lcul?l:'n‘ltmw {rom ihe East 1n-

Mr Dickey, who traded in coffen and
spioes, was aenong the iny's richess men. In
1804, he begai nlding two brick houses
that cams b0 be nunsbened 85 and 87 Gresn-
wich, Behind them, sepamted by gardens,
b dddcdend & ocescly housie, twia scables and a
morehose [anng Lombsr Simest (now
Triniry Place).

M Dickeys family tved in wha is now
Mo, 67, 0 broad, three-and-s-hall-sory
hosse with a seeply phuched rool thal may
have been plerced by dormers. The Flem.-
mhebond brick house was adorned with
splayed lingeds and fhaed keystones on both
[xcndes, leatures shared by whe famdy

home ol the noved disris George Templeton
Seroig ml 108 Greenwich,

The Foderal style in America (iowed trom
Englands GCeorglan cradition, with modifi-
cations thaa included o fondness for circular
and oval rooms. Accordiagly, maps and a
sereographic phooo show that bith of Mr
Deckey s B wen Gshioashie, el
lipeically béwed rear . 67 is ane
of ooly two remaming Pederal-stvle iown-
houses in Manhanns with 5 bowed osde,
:.I:ilhrnl‘i&' such facads thas (5 hree bays

The e of a ship scunbed Mr. Dickey's fi

nances, according o the andmarks com-
o, mned In 1530 be sold his cen Green-
wich Sireet Bouses Soon afier, No. 57 wns
acquired by the ship chandler Pever Scher
meerhorn, whose eld Knickerbacker Esmily
had baih the coumting-hooses st 2.18 Pulicn
Srreet in wday's Soab Streel Seapon His
toric [Hstrict,
Lower Greesmwich Sireet remaimed [ash-
onakie from 1BE (23S b (ke STy 18405, 8
pericd during which the Schermerhorna
rengid Mo, 5 1o a parade of sockety fgures,
including William Baynrd Jr. the director of
ithe Bank of Amency In 1830, (ke houte be-
caeni the French Consulaie for a year

A fire Degan et of lower Broadway in
5 el spreadd 1o & Broad Swrevt salipoiey
warchouse, which with a perois-
s fonce feld in YL Om bower Groen-
wich, the dharisa Mr Strong whindetsed from
his window, a hallgwile o Uhe
SR DEESL, " broad column of isense flame
it e 1 moon ook pale and covened

everything with & and plare that
passed every elfect of artificis] ght which 1
hnd ever witnessed”

‘When the fire leaps o Brosdways west
=i, e reporeed, “everybody in Gresmwich
and Waskington Serees is far up 58 Rector”
fied =in hos hase™ B thosgh the blaze de-
sroyed 200 baikdi n hatved pronviden
\ially 350 feﬁlrm?ﬁm‘lth

By 1530, fashionalde socky had lanpely
‘héaded ugiosm, Most houses on Cresawich
had been comverted o btwd:mm
soone with shops or saloons. Bank
had Detsn replaced &k tenams by shormak-
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Crstir, on lower Greemwics
Sarped, near Manhaians
moutharn tip, mont of the
Federal-sty i hoteses were
chosr - aroand 1R for the
Nrookiyn-Tatiery Tonnel o
and the Bagery Farking
Garage, boil shown ai cofiliee
Abwree, [rom befi. the Dickey
lomse's Brond and riar exterkr,
Barhow, o rabiline dhee Trag e
il ol e Buiisae, @ 1540 400
mpticher wils of sEructural steel
s inaralbad lsadds m, The
Basune wan them guited snd new
Mz of redndorced Concrens
wera poaivd al pew elivations
that aligned with the adjacmt
tower's Baitass these SIorieL.
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Garden, o theater at the Bamery, which
opened i the 15208 with haph ticket prices
thas pemerally kepn the riffradl ous. Bun in
l\ﬁ_ﬂmh Garden Dacame o veETEE im-
IMPrANE [OOSR Cerer

Trinkty Place was widensd m the [880s
for mn elevaeed railroad, sicing away &7
Greemmwicts cutbuisdings. And in 71, The
opw Yiork Times reponted, 1he podice raided
18 ~how hatedend Bioibels™ on Creseaich,
Inchuding No. 67, Men, wonen and girls "ol
b m:ﬁcﬁmﬂ ] Erumet iy dhescriprion™

'\'ﬂ- {-‘.' WA m the nax year by the
German-born architec Detlef Lenau, who
had helped spark a mansard manla in the
iy with his 1852 French Socond Empine de-
Eign for the Skiff mansion oo Fifth Avenoe
and pith Soredt. Hes Creenwich Sinest aler-
ations were less pretentious, befining a
buikding now Classificd & 0 1enoment. He
creaced & full fourth swory by misng the
roals plach and extending the Bawed rear
Incade apwart. He pkso sdded o pedimen-
ted stone hood over ihe frone entrandce.
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of a e i Syrian ¢ y, amul in
IMIMNTI'EA.I wens e 1o Mo, 875 rear
Escade. Pussinesses that hurve operated in
the bulding since inchude & cigar shop, a
chffes shop, 3 Man's woar shap, i mason's
beaskness and & hardware spone,

Mellnsz of the Federad-syhe hiuses on lower
Greenwich wene clesir-ca aroend 1940 for
the Brooklyn:Bastery Tanmel exit and the
Batvery Paricing Carmge. Bin in the same
p-mw]cmlu way that the Grend Fire of 1345

ehor of Mo, &7, the taneed projec s
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THE VM5 CORPORATION Boupght the hoe
im 3008 for £5 million, Ahbough No. 6%
south wall along Edgar Sireet wis dom-
plezely replaced in 2013, the loap-vacum
suuciare remained “hadiwany betwoen o
Buikding ard 2 ran” sakd Dan Kaplan, sen-
for partner of FXCoflsborative, “You el
e o were m & moir movie with lghs
:lummnu:gh.

The fragile shell of the howle wis tempo-
rarily stidulined by the installason e b
of & L50-ton speder web of sromarsl sweel
wuhxu.pmlmmw and south
wnlls. The wins unted and new Moors
of reindoroed concrete wene poused at new
sevations tha aligoed with the adiscem
power's homom thiee sorss. What had
beim o four-saory hecke hicama three
sionies, with the wop story of the Dickey
Houzse Jefu open vo the sky as a roeofiop play
e Finally, once the new ooncrene foor
stmuciures and columns were in place 10
bt e original brick shell, the sherl sp-
der wich wias cut away with blow torches.

The EGEE Trenity Flace storelmoam, which
contained i dereiler Dar-resErnm, Wis re.
vl The eas and wesi Incades wene re-
stored b0 their wenement-r appearance,
retaingng about 80 percent of the original
bricicwork on Greemwich mnd 53 percent on
Trinéry Pisce. A third of the stone Hotels on
Trinsy were repiaeed with cass stone. The
disriiged spone bradoees and pediment o
the Grecrwich eamnce wene replicaed in
palvanzed Aok

Sorne are likey oo appland che adapeive
reinse of the buikding, while others may de-
mounce the priject & an act of “Eacadi
thay saved ondy rwo bistorsc walls ond noh-

g i betwoen, Ban for the pedesinian, the ——

resicned soeet Bronts of 67 Greenwich serve i
15 the mos svooarve remaimng touch.
stone of m thorougldare onee Sined wich elo- |
gamly restraieed bomes in he English | §
Georgian tradicion. 1
Jus ooe ock up are (e oaly other ves.

Higoa nf Howes Greanwichs plory days, n rew |8 &1

of three hadly disfigured Federad-er 1own- |
lootides, Mo 94 Greeswicr's side wall on
Recior Sireet besars the scarred coifine of jis |
lonp-fos penbeel roof bepemb {8 newer |
kourth-story nddiibon, whie jis sereet lével |
s amodemn ghiss-and-sueel stone{rom. Nen
dooy, the riclad Cale De Navo bulding re-
taims not & scrap of visibbe hisvoric fabac. |
And Mo 9 wears & shabhily appended
reciicg sddition and a paudy pold-and-nar-
rored enfmmce, appropriste aitire perhaps
for ihe longiimee home of the former Pussy
ci Leungs sinp club,




